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NCCCO History

Â Early 1987: SC&RA convenes user group meeting 

ÂUnacceptable number of crane accidents

ÂMany apparently attributable to operator

ÂReal cost much higher than realized
É Personal Injury/Property Damage

É Workersô Comp./Lost Time

É Safety Record/òMod.ò Rate

Â Training only effective if learning verified

Â Verification through operator certification



Standards & Regulations

ÂNo Federal licensing requirement

ÂHandful of States required licensing

ÂOSHA Federal training rule very general

ÂASME national standard (B30.5) more 

specific

ÂNo culture of testing or even systemized 

training in construction industry 



Perceived Benefits of
Operator Certification 

Â Improve Safety

Éreduce accidents

Éfewer deaths/injuries

Éless property damage

Â Industry needs to be proactive, self-policing

ÂProfessional status of operator

Â Improve public image of industry



The Canadian Experience 

Ontario Crane-Related Deaths

no.   /year   /100k workers

Â 1969-1978    85 8.5 3.95

Â 1979-2002    51      2.1 0.76

ÂDeath Rate down 80%

Â 20% to 10% C&R as % of all Construction 
Accidents (decline of 50%)



CCO Certification 
Program History

ÂASME initiates B30 standard rewriteð1989

ÂSan Francisco Tower Crane Accident ï1989

ÂSC&RA Board of Directors unanimously 
adopts credentialing policy--1990

ÂSteering Committee, Mobile Crane Task Force 
formed--1990



CCO Certification 
Program History

ÂContributed to OSHAôs ANPR--1993

Â Identified professional credentialing firms 

to develop tests--1994

Â Incorporated National Commission for 
the Certification of Crane Operators�²
1995 as a non-profit organization

ÂFirst tests (written) administered--1996


